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. Peter. Thoſe that crave repentance faith a obe- 
| ſents given by the three wiſe men upto Ct, * 
Peter's repentance. Gold, frankineehſe, ad — 


| © © "cd; for hoe de for denying his lord and 
6: >. "2 ON nn 


Manx . 68, 70¹ 


rd he denied, ſaying, I know not, neither ack 
| ſtand 1 what thou fayeſt : and he went out nts 
© "the porch," and the cock crew, and he denied it 
again. Fa, -- 4 little after, they that e by 
2 to Peter, Surely thou art one of them, 
— a 1 and 22 =. agreeth 

| Treats 


ſETER is called Simon, « an bac bit 
he is alſo called Peter confident, and ſtrong ip 

IV like a rock unmoveable: Thou art Peter, ati 
5 this rock will I build my church, and the gates 


hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, Marth. xvi; 18, 
He was penitent; the words now read unto yous do 


prove the ſins: for after he had finaed,” he went 
Hut. O that every Chriſtian were qualified like 


dience, are better welcome to God, than the pre- 


1 Precious odour was not ſo much acvept 


. are not ſo precious as. Peter's repentance to 


= 
— 


** bs | k. . | | 
+ maſter Jeſus Chriſt, Mark xiv. 71. But he began 


fo curſe and to fwear, ſaying, I know not this man 
of whom. ye ſpeak. 80 ſoon as he had learned to 
lie, he had learned to ſwear; they are inſeparable 
companions and as I may ſay ſworn brethren, that 
always meet together in a ſinful ſociety. We never 
read of Peier's ſwearing any where elſe, yet bere up- 
on a ſudden, oaths and curſes ſh-wed themſelves. 
No ſooner Ham ſpied Noah's nakedneſs, Gen. ix. 
4 Curſed be Canaan, a ſervant of ſervants ſhall 
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So he went out. This text affords us three ſpe- 
Cie] notes, being very remarkable in Peter's repens 
tance, 1. Remembrance of ſin, 2. Remorſe of ſin. 

3. Sorrow for ſin: all of which ought to accompa- 
ny a godly and fincere convert in turning from his 
evil ways. | . 
Thus having found out the mine, let us now dig 
for the treaſure. So he went out: He was careleſs 
till the cock warned him, thereby learning, that the 
"firſt ſtep to repentance, is the remembrance of fin, . 
| and therefore David faith, Pſal. li, 3. My ſins are 
=» before me. _ Moſes chargeth the people to remem- 
Wer their ſins, how oft they provoked the Lord by 
that means calling them to repentance, Deut. ix. 7. 
He went out, anether ſtep of Peter's repentance, he (5. þ 
| firſt weighed his fin. | Mark Noah, and in the me- | 
Jitation thereof, now only naked and bare, but he | 
was wakened from his former drowſineſs and ſlum- | 
| ber of fin. He went out, wherein obſerve, the ef- Y 
| fectuat operations of God's ſpirit, in the children of 
| God after-we have ſinned, {piritually the grace of 
| God calleth us home again, and fuff-reth us not to 
F reſt, like the hope that was ſent out from Noah, 
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bund no reſt, Gen. viii 9. Nor can Peter now 
find any reſt, until he hath found Chriſt by repen- „ 
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' tance, whom he had loſt by denial, Peter's ſin was 
great, it was no ſmall bait that Satan laid in his 
way, for great is the danger; for what greater ad- 
vantage could Satan elſe have wiſhed than this, had 
not the aſſiſting hand of God's mercies ſtaid him up 
after his fall, for his. own glory, and to the un- 
ſpeakable comfort of the godly, who though they * 
fall, can never fall away : for the promiſe of God 
ſtandeth ſure,” and hath this ſeal, God knoweth 
who are his. Our Saviour Chriſt faith, QF thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me, I have le/t none of them 
ſave the ſon of perdition, John xvii. 12. He went 
out as Iſaae went out into the field to pray, Gen, 
Xxiv. 63 So Peter went out to meditate, and 
conſider what he had done: Peter went out and 
wept, bitterly, Luke xxii, 62. The faithful foul 
when it is ſo deſirous to enter into an holy conſul» 
tation, or conference, covets to be alone, like 
Chriſt in the deſert, Matth. iv. 1. Jacob being a» 
lone wreſtled with the angel, and prevailed for a 
bleſſing, Gen xxxii. 24. Jonah went out of the 
city of Nineveh to mourn over it, as it is in Jonah 
iv. 5. $0 Jonah preached in Nineveh, that within 
forty days it ſhould be deſtroyed, and they repenl- 
ed. Moſes was bid to put off his ſhoes, When he 
paſſed near to the flaming buſh, Exod. iii, 5 80 
we maſt put off our ſhoes of carnality, and go our 
from ourſelves, as the adder caſteth her ſlough, NF 
we will tread upon holy ground, and prels to come? 
. where God is. Peter ſo long as he Thayed in thes 


high Prieſt's hall among the enemies af int, be 


became as one of them, and had guite forgetten 
that Chriſt was his maſter, and ſo denied him, 
whom. a little before he promiſed to die rr... 
O what have I done, milexable man that T atn ! 
85 how- dangerouſly have I fallen, in d J ing him the 
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Lord of l and my Lord ? n 
ner to deny him that framed me, and by his truth 
redeemed me, and was I ſo wicked? if all the world 
were offended, yet I would not be offended: yea 
rs ready to lay down my life for Chriſt my Lord, 

yet before the cock crew twice, I had denied 


that I am, how. heavy have I tranſgreſſed my faith, 
by denying him that died for me! I that thought 
my faith was ſtrong enough to encounter with the 
Whole world,” moft ſhamefully ſuffered a woman, 
and the weaker veſſel, to diſcountenance me. Is 
not this to be offended; and is this to give my life 


_—_ = — <a>" Ar . 


for my maſter ; nay is not this to forſake him quite, 


/ and to join with the wicked ; for I denied him whom 
my ſdur loved beſt, for which my name deſerves to 
|} £9 With 4 brand upon it, as that of Jeroboam 1 
j er His train. Pere eter confeffeth hi train of 

Jeroboam by name cannor-only be e 
his fins muſt be likewiſe here mentioned. je- 
(3-535 pi goes with his train, Jeroboam that made 


Irael to lin ; and Peter deſirous to have his tram 
too, Peter thar denied his maſter ; from henceforth 


Peter repented him af his beinous fins he commit- 
ha in denying bis Lord and Maſter Jelus Chriſt, 

Let us all repent with Peter, that God may give 

| bs the earneſt of his grace in our hearts for ever; 

* Paul faith, Heb. vi. 6. He that ſermeth, cruci- 

Feth the Son of qui again ſo did Peter by deny - 

his Lord and Maſter. Peter's faith was waver- 

| | os 2 bag not God looked again upon him with 

the eyes of merey, and tender compaſſion: Be al- 

[ ſu that Peter had fallen from light into utter 

-darkneld and damnation, bad he not "oy r 


Vin an unfeigned repentance, Pfal. vii. 8, 9. Caſt ED 
me got away in oaks A. of „ forlike me not Ta 
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bi bay "Marth. xxvi. 33 O perjured wretch 
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| , when my ſtrength faileth me. Here we may ſee, 
bos the prophet cries to God for mercy, as Peter 
Qui cry and oy Sg a moſt exceeding weeping, 
for denying his and Maſter. Gen. xxvii. 34. 
du when Eſau heard the wirds of bis father, he 
cried with 4 great and exceeding bitter cry, ami 
Vf  faid unte his father, Bleſs me, even me alſo, O my 
9 þ . - _father. Theſe are the words of Eſau, the eldeſt ſon 
bl lfaac, but the youngeſt in faith to God-ward. 
|, Bleſſed be thou which art the triumphant 2 
of hell, Hoſ. xiii, 14 the vanquiſher of the Devil, 
Mat. iv. 10. the conqueror and deſtroyer of death, 
1 Cor. xv. 55. and redeemer of them that were in 
darknefs,- and in the ſhadow of death, Luke i. 79. 
7 All ye that be thirſty, come unto the water, and you 
« that have neither. gold nor ſilver, come and receive | 
14 all theſe precious treaſures, free without paying a» 
<7 ny thing, Iſa, Iv. 1. This is the water of life, which 
#1; ſprings out of the everlaſting rock, the rock of de - 
4s.* FIR -fence, to all that believes in Chriſt our Lord, who 
1 is the enduring rock of our ſalvation in this world, 
and in the world to come, Amen. 3 


wept for his fins, and conſeſfes his 


. 6d us to repent, Matth. iii. 2. fd faying repent ye * 
for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. And Mat. 


bs iv- 18 At that time Feſus' began to preach,. and © | 
2 Repent, for the" lingdom- of Heaven is. t 


My brethren, here you may ſee how theſe places | 
| of ſcripture agree in one point, ſo muſt our minds + [943 
be agreeable to the will of God, that we may.walk —_ 
in the light until we have light, and ſo walk in th 
laws and commandments of the moſt high God, Wo 
Matth. v. 16. Let your light ſe ſhine before men, 
#hat they may ſee your good works, and glorify your - | 
. Father which is in Heaven. N iT . 8 [| 
And let us make a good end by repentance: 1 | 
beard a. voice from heaven, ſaying,” Bleſſed are 55 
bey that die in the Lord benceforth, even jo faith * 
| The Spirit, that they reſt from their labour and ſar» | 
| row, and their works ſhall: follow them, Rev. xiv. | 
13. Here we may ſee that God bleſſeth thoſe: that 
fear him, even unto the death, that he might give 
them eternal life : Men Chriſt who is our life ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ur als appear with him in glo- | 
ry. This is the hope of ſaints, and all the elect | 
and people of God: Matth x. 22. He that en- | 
| dureth to the end ſhall be ſaved. Be thou faithful | 
wth death, and I vill give thee a crown of. lifes 1 
| Rev. ii. 19. ae 26 | Q 3-3 "> 8 1% 
Peter was-faithful unto death, by repenting him 
of his fins, and Peter went cut, and wept bitterly: 78 
ll fo Peter repented with a faithful repentance. Then” 
Peter ſaid ano them, Repent and be baptized eve» | 
ene of you, in the name of Feſus Cbriſt, for the | 
| remiſſion of fins, and ye ſball receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
| This Peter it was that denied Obriſt, but now dtn 1 
plaixly declare hin, to All people: Here is the unmwꝰqguůgg— 
woribineſs of thoſe thar look back by finz and en 
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the other fide, Wo mar that puts bis hand"to the 


 plowgh, and loketh back, is fit for the kingdom of | 
Cod, Luke ix. 62. But Peter looked back, by de» 

Dying his Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, It is a 
moſt certain truth, that God hath given unto us e- 


ternal life. So is this as certain, that this life is in 


nis ſon, and in the next verſe, He that hath the 


en hath life, and\be wat hath not the ſon, bath not 


life, i Jobn v. 11, 12. 


Now we may ſee, how bleſſed «thing is s'ts | 
| have the Son of God in our hearts by faſting and 
pray yers, and by faith and truth: He dar bath faith - 


life eternal for evermore in the lingdom of 


| 


heaven. The prophet David's prayer or*fithmes . | 
tick, is thus 22 Teach us O Lord to number 
our days, that ud m app'y our hearts wnto wie 
dom Pal. xe. 10. 


Peter wept becauſe fot the weight of grief and f 


ſorrow, for denying 


is vexed and troubled, my ſins are always before 
mine eyes, which do erievouſly torment my conſei · 


ence, and labour to bear me down t0 hell: Ther 


is no peace for the terror of the Lord; I reſuſe to 
be-comfarted, I am troubled, and my ſpirit doth. 


afflict me; I ſee no place whereunto 1 may fed; 


and ſeek a remedy for my ſins. 


EBut Peter denied his Maſter for fear Then pe⸗ 
ker denied again, and immediately the cock crew. 
Then {iid the damſel that kept the door unt Peter, 
Art not thou alſo one of this man's diſtiples ? he 


ſaith I am not, but denied, faying, Iknow not he 


3 ff 


i * r 


his Lord and Maſter Jeſunß 
Chriſt, which made him for doing that deed ſay, 
2 Troubles have compaſſed me round about, my heart 


| 


1 


maß neither und rſtand 1 "what thou ſayeſt. And | 
he went out into the porch, and the cock crews -| 
[nl begs 20 curſe and bord 2 aces 1 


0 "by 
| 44 hd ae ſpeak. Wha ein hid a 
gotten ſome feeling in bis conſcience, he went out N 
| and wept bitterly. | Awake to righteouſneſs and fin 


not, for ſome have not the knowledge of God + 1 
ſpeak this to your ſhame, 1 Cor. xv. 34. That then 


mayeſf remember and be aſhamed, and neuer open 1 
mouth more, Exek. xvi. 3. EE 
Thus Peter is rej-Fed for his ſwearing and Iy»-- 1.4 

| ing, as it is in Rev. xxi. 27. And there ſhall in no 
| wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, neither e 


whatſoever worttethß abomination, or maketh a lic. 
When Satan bad tempted Peter to ſwear, he 
tempted him to lie; if Peter had not ſpeedily re» 
pented, he had been a loſt man: But we read that 

| -Chriſt had merey upon him, and called him from 
| the error of his ways, and from that finful deed, 
| Repentance is a turning to men, we mult not 
be aſhamed to acknowledge our faults one to ano- 
| ther, James v. 16. Confefſs your faults one to ano» ) 
tber, and pray one for another, and in ſo doing, 
men may know- that ye are my diſciples. So that 
1 we ought to pray fdr one another z but on the con- 
trary, we do rather curſe one another: But woe 
unto them that do ſo, for hell-fire is prepared for 

the tormenting of their fouls; being in that gulph 

_of woe everlaſtingly tormented world without end, 

| fach tormepts that man cannot expreſs; for if men 
would truly conſider the pains of hell, they would 

| undergo any thing in this world to gain the j Joys of 

|; 333 | >: "Lg 
. r — 4 
fins and wickedaeſs, that we may be found 2 7 
| 


to enjoy the kingdom of heaven, by a true te 

. - tance, as Peter did repent him of his ſins, fro be 

'F bottam ol his heart with an unfeigned rp 4 
, 3 muſt we true Pens 5 8 

. | . r. 3 1, © 
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t 
e good and perfets gift, eich st. James; 
comes from above, James i. 17. For all perfect gifts 
2 come from the Lord God of hoſts. Chriſt is our fal- 
g vation and hope, and for evermote to our fouls 
T and bodies. 
130 Bur when Peter had learned to Fveat and wo ly, 
and curſe bitterly for to ſave his earthly life, 
. thinking of the life to come; Peter was afraid | of 
the power of the high-prieſt, and did not think of 
2 the power of Chriſt, whoſe power is greater” than 
the high-prieſt's. For he ſhall come in the glory of 
i Father, with all his holy angels, with great 
power and glory. Peter not thinking of his . ; 
AS. for if he had ſeriouſly conſidered bp facing | 
8. ; 


| ©, Chriſt, he would not have denied him by 
| 8. 
Swearer, alas! though 1 did ſwear, yet I thi 


curſing, and lyin 
no harm. O fool, what prince hearing bimſelf a- 
| buſed to his face, by the reproschſũl calumnies of 
his baſe ſubjects, would admit of ſuch an excuſe; ; 
that whatſoever he ſpake with his mouth yer he 
thought no ill in his heart. And ſhall God take 
this for a good anſwer, having told us before hand, 
Deut. xxvili. 58, 59. if thou wilt not obſerve to da 
14 «ll the words of this law, that art written in this 
xl book, that th... mayeſt fear this glorioki and fear: 
PEE]: ful name, the Lord thy God : Then the Lord will _ 
mute thy plagues wonderful, and plagues uf thy 
Led, even great plagues, and of long cont „ 
* ** and fore ſictneſi. 1 
. ©, * »,_  - Beſides, how fr equenily doſt thou pollute and 
6 phane God's name, and our Saviour ; the qe. 


br: | gievoully ſinned in crucifyin 48 the Lord of life, bug 
- . -., ence, and that ignorantly; fo Peter ae dec 

©  . nied Chrift,, but wiſely repented him a e nns 

| Ferre 


Very 
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very day in the year, every haur in the. dey,...al- 


peace between God and your 


conſcience for 


for it a thouſand, and a thouſand times: how doſt 
thou expeft to have Chriſt thy Redeemer and Ad- 


haſt ſeldom emembered him, but in thy oaths to 
blaſpheme lim, and oftner named in thy oaths and 


faith and truth, this ſwearing made many ſinful 
ſouls fall into hell headlong; and if Peter had not 
ſpeedily repented, he had fallen into heil torments, 


teeth, miſery, and/lamenting for ever. 

It is faid, Lev: xix. 17. Thu ſhalt not hate thy 
brother in thine heart ; thou ſhalt in any wiſe re- 
buke him, and not ſuffer ſin upon him : So Peter was 


wickedly finned, by denying bis Lord and Maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt : That is your groſs ignorance. of the 
ſcriptures, for the ſcriptures teacheth us to fear God; 

for God expreſly forbids ſwearing, and that upon 
pain of damnation," James v. 12. My, brethren, 
_ ſwear not, neither by beaven, nar by earth, neither 
an other cath, but let your yea, be yea, and 

your nay," nay, leſt ye fall into condemnation. Firſt 
our Saviour Chriſt in his awn- perſon forbids it, 


not at all, neither by 
nor by the: earth, for it is his foot/tgol : nor by Fe- 
aalen, "for it i the city of the great Ming: nei- 


1 
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though thy conſcience be guilty : Repentance mak- + 


vocate, when thy conſcience. tells thee, that thou 


curſes," than in thy prayers: Surely if I did ſwear 


where there is nothing but howling, gnaſhing of 


- "xebuked of bis conſcience, it tells him that he had 


Matth. v. 34, 35, 36, 37+ 1 /ay unte you, Swear 
y htaven for it is God's throne, 


ear by thy head, becauſe thou canſt ' 
_ not make one hair white or blacke but let your com - 
| munication ie yea, yea nay, nay i for On | 


| 
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And the holy Spirit of grace hath rebuked thee 
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| is more than theſe,” cometh of. evil, And then the 
4 apoſtle James ſaith, Above all things my brethren; 
 fwear not, neither by heaven, nor by any earth, nor 
1 any oath. But let"your yea, be yea ; and your _ 
| nay, nay ; left ye fall into condemnation, James v. 
| 


12 Where mark the emphaſis in the fiſt words, 
Above all things fwear not: and the greateſt dan- 
ger of it is in the laſt worde, Ie ye fall into con- 
; demnation ; for woe and ſorrow will be in the end. 
If the matter be light and vain, we muſt not 
fe ar at all; if mighty, then we may lawfully ſwear, 
- 1 _ - as before a mapiltrate, being called toit, when we 
4 muſt only uſe the glorious name of our God in an 
| holy and religious manner, as you may ſee in Deus. 
vi, 43. Iſa xlv.23. and Ma. Ixv. 46. Joſh; xxiii. 
7. Exod. xxxiv. 13 Jer. v. 7. and the reaſons 
gare. weighty if we look into them ; for in ſwearing 
| by any creature whatſoever, we do invocate that 
— Treature, and aſcribe to divine worſhip; yea, what- 
ſoever we ſwear by, that we invocate both our wits 
neſs, ſurety, and judge; and. by conſequence defile 
3 it, by aſcribing and communicating, unto it God's 
oy incommunicable attributes, and his omnipoteney 
ad̃nd omniſciency of being every where prpſent, and 
E knowing the ſecret thoughts, and intentions of the 
| heart: and likewiſe an omnipotency, and as being 
1 - almighty, in patrovizi:1g3 proceeding, defending — 
1 _ * rewarding us for ſpeaking the truth, or punifhing 
us if we ſpeak falſly: all which are ſo peculiar to 
| —_ God, as thet they can no way be communicated 
or aſcribgd to another: fo that in ſwearing by an 
of thele things, thou committeſt idolatry { an big N 
degree, and thou ſpoileſt and robbeſt God of his 
gbory, the moſt impious kind of theft; ad ina 
mann er dethroneſt him; and makeſt an ide inhis © 
toom: and as to ſwear by the creatute, 8 
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. _ are which you ſwear by, as by my fey, by 
„cock, and by hare's. foot, and by cheeſe, and ſuch _. 
like childiſh oaths, which are ſo much in uſe with 
the ignorant and ſuperſtitious people; the ter is 
your fin in ſwearing ſuch an oath, becauſe you a- 
ſcribe that unto theſe the baſeſt of creatures, which 
is only proper to God, namely to know: your hearts 
and to be a diſcerner of ſecret things : Why elſe 
mould you call that creature as witneſs unto your} . 
conſcience, that ſees you ſpeak the truth, and lye "Ee 
not, which only bglongeth to God and therefore 
the Lord calls i it forſaking of him, as you may ſee 
what he faith, Jer. v. 7. How ſhall I pardon thee 
for this? Thy children hath forſaken me, and ſiuorn 
© by them that are no gods, And ſo make it a (mall =_ 
matter to forſake, and to make à God of the cre - 
| ture, will 8 believe the prophet Amos ? if you will, 
— he faith, ing of hey that ſwore by the ſin of 
Sataaria, vn they Should fall and never riſe again, 
Amos viii. 14, A terrible place to vaih' Teber I 
bet Peter fell, and roſe again by faith. AF: - 
Neither are we to join any other with God in out 
3 for in ſo doing we make baſe idols and filthy +=. 
| creatures; for Peter wept ſorrowfully for his ſin and 
offences he had committed againſt Chriſt his Lord 
and Maſter: and becauſe he repented, God granted + 
him mercy and forgiveneſs for all his offences which __ 
he had committed againſt him, by denying him | 
wich an oath, and curſing and lying: ſo that Peters { 
conſcience told bim that he was a great finner in ſo 
doing, but he repented with a tender conſcience, * 
and he wept bitterly; repentance goeth before ſal- 75 
vation, and falvation worketh the ſoul's everlaſting 
. in the kingdom of heaven for evermore. 8 + * ; 
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unto them that ſtood by, This is one of them, 
and he denied it again. And a little after, they 
| \ that ſteod by, ſaid again to Peter, ſureſy thou art 
| one of them, for thou art a Galilean, and thy 
ſipeech agreeth thereto : but he began to curſe and 
to ſwear, faying, I know not this man of whom ye 
ſpeak: and the ſecond time the cock crew, and 
ter calls to mind the words that Jeſus aid unto 
him, before the cock crow twice, thou ſhalt deny 
"me thrice, and he went out, and wept bitterly : 
Peter's heart miſgave him, he ſinned in ſo doing, 
2nd he wept for it bitterly : We have a command 
from God to ſhun all devices of evil works, St. 
Paul ſaith, Rom. vi. 23. For the wages of fin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Feſus Chri/t our Lord, Neither muſt we ſwear at 
all in ordinary communication, if we will obey 
God's word as you may fee, Matth. V. 34, 35, 36, 
27. Amos v. 12. And as it is in Exodus xxx#iit, 
1. 2. Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to do cuil. 
Aud St, Paul's cverlaſting rule is, Romy Ali. 2. 
_ Faſhion not yourſelves according to this world; for 
this world paſſetb away and the glory thereof. For 
as Sr, Jobn laith, Whoſocuer denicth the Son, the 
ſame denieth the Father : but he that acknowledgeth 
the Son, hath the Father. But Peter denied | 
* te Jon, then be muſt needs deny God the Father, 
— and God the Holy Ghoſt. For as Chriſt faith, He 
1 4 | that finneth againſt the Son of man, it ſhall he for- 
given bin, but he that finneth againſt the Holy 
| "Ghoſt u mall not be forgiven him : neither ſaall 
* there be any remiſſion of ſing for that poor ſoul, 
e a fearful thing te fall into the hands of the | 
Ap 


living God, Heb. x. 114 Sind is awe therefore | 
and {br not, Plal. iv. 4. "Let bim that thinketh he 
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| Pandeth, take heed te/t he fall, And therefore des 
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